19 April 1821. 



bill 



[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To regulate the Qualification of Persons holding the Office 
of Coroner in Ireland. 



Note.— Kc Figures in the Margin denote the number of the Folios in 
the written Copy. 

N. B.~The Clauses marked (A. B. C. and D.) mere added by the 
Committee. 



« $«6E«eaS) anciently none were chosen Coroners, but 
persons of an estate sufficient to maintain the dignity of the 
office, and to answer all demands which might be made upon them 
for misbehaviour : And whereas for many years past, the office of 
Coroner, in Ireland, has been suffered to fall into disrepute, and get 
into low and indigent hands; 

FOR Remedy whereof, SB(S it Hmctetl by the KING’S Most QuJMctio,, 
llxcellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same. THAT from and after 
the passing of this Act, no person shall be capable of being elected 
or chosen to the office of Coroner, for any county in Ireland, who 
shall not have an Estate of inheritance of the annual value of Two 
hundred pounds, or an Estate of freehold for his own life, or the life 
or lives of some other person or persons, either at law or in equity to 
and for his own use and benefit, of or in lands tenements or heredita- 
ments, over and above what will satisfy and' clear all incumbrances that 
may affect the same, lying and being within the county for which 
such person shall be elected or chosen Coroner, of the annual value 
of Four hundred pounds ; and if any person who shall be elected or 
chosen to serve the office of Coroner, for any county in Ireland, 
shall not at the time of such election, be seised of or entitled to such 
an estate, in lands tenements or hereditaments, as is hereinbefore 
required, such election shall he void. 

Provided 
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Provided always, and it is hereby Enacted, That every person, 
who from and after the passing of this Act, shall appear as a 
candidate, or shall by himself, or any others, be proposed to be 
elected to serve the office of Coroner for any county as aforesaid, 
shall be and he is hereby enjoined and required to take a corporal 
oath, in the form or to the etTect following : 

S, do swear. That I truly and hon&fide have such an 
“ estate, in law or equity, to and for my own use and benefit, 

“ of or in lands tenements or hereditaments, over and above 
“ what will satisfy and clear all incumbrances that may affect 
the same, of the annual value of Two hundred Pounds, or 
“ Four hundred Pounds, the case may be\ as doth qualify 
“ me to be elected and chosen to serve the office of Coroner 
“ for the county of according to the tenor and 

meaning of an Act, passed in the second year of the reign 
“ of His present Majesty, intituled, An Act to regulate the 
“ Qualification of Persons holding the Office of Coroner in 
“ Ireland ; and that my said lands tenements or heredita* 

“ ments, are lying or being in the parish of 
“ in the barony of and county aforesaid.” 

And be it further Enacted, That the oath aforesaid, shall and may 
be administered by the Sheriff or Under Sheriff for any such county 
as aforesaid, to whom it shall appertain to take the poll at such 3 
election for a Coroner for the same county; and the said Sheriff or 
Under Sheriff who shall administer the said oath, is hereby required, 
to certify the same, together with and as a schedule to the writ, under 
and by virtue of which such election of a Coroner shall be made, into 
the high court of Chancery in Ireland ^ and if any candidate or 
person proposed to be elected Coroner as aforesaid, shall refuse to 
take the oath hereby required, then the said Sheriff or Under Sheriff 
shall not take any poll for, or return such candidate or person as a 
Coroner for the said county. 

And be it further Enacted, That all and each and every person and 
persons heretofore elected, and now serving the office of Coroner for 
any county in Ireland, shall within Two months from the passing 
of this Act, take a corporal oath in the form or to the effect aforesaid, 
before any Two or more Justices of the Peace in and for the county 
for which he or they has or have been chosen Coroner or Coroners, 
and who are hereby authorized and required to administer such' 
oath, and shall cause the same to be filed with the Clerk of the 
Hanaper in the court of Chancery in Ireland ; and in default thereof, 
from and after the expiration .of the said term of Two months, all 
and every Coroner who shall decline or omit to make and file such 
affidavit, shall thenceforth be deemed considered and taken to be 
absolutely removed from the office of Coroner, and disqualified from 
executing any of the duties thereof. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That no fee or reward shall be taken for 
4 administering any such oath as is hereinbefore required, or for filing 
the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any person taking the oath 
prescribed by this Act, shall wilfully swear falsely in such oath to be 
so taken, and shall be lawfully convicted thereof, the person so 
offending shall be deemed guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and 
shall suffer such punishment as by law may be inflicted on persons 
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

And be it further Enacted, That no writ or process, in any civil 
suit or action, shall in any case be awarded to any Coroner in Ireland, 
except in cases in which the Sheriff to whom such process should be 
awarded shall be interested in the suit, or shall be of kindred either to 
the plaintiff' or defendant; any law usage or custom to the contrary 
in any wise notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Coroner in Ireland, shall, 
from and after the passing of this Act, be lawfully convicted of 
extortion or wilful neglect of duty, or misdemeanor in his office, it 
shall be lawful for the court before whom he shall be so convicted, 
to adjudge that he shall be removed from his office ; and thereupon 
a writ shall issue, removing him from his office, and electing another 
Coroner in his stead. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
person to vote at any election for a Coroner in Ireland, who shall 
not at the time at which he shall tender his said vote, be seised and 
possessed of a freehold, consisting of lands and tenements, situate 
lying and being in the county for which such election for a Coroner 
shall be holden, of the clear yearly value of Fifty pounds sterling at 
the least, nor for such person, imless he shall theretofore have duly 
registered his said freehold, in such manner as by law such freehold 
should be registered in, or to entitle the person seised thereof, to vote 
at an election for a member to serve in Parliament. 

And be it further Enacted, That nothing herein contained shall 
extend, or be deemed construed or taken to extend, to any Coroner to 
be elected, or who has been already elected, to the office of Coroner 
for any county of a city or county of a town in Ireland, 
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